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CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS  
  

 1.1  Title 

 1.2  Authority 

 1.3  Purpose 

 1.4  Effective Date 

 1.5  Applicability of Zoning Code 

 1.6  Jurisdiction 

 1.7  Severability 

 1.8  Copies on File 

 1.9  Relation to the Comprehensive Plan 

 1.10  Annexation and Detachment 

1.1 TITLE 

This ordinance shall be known as the “City of Appleton Zoning Ordinance,” except as referred to herein 

where it shall be known as “this Ordinance” or “this Chapter.” 

1.2 AUTHORITY 

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by the Municipal Planning Act, Minnesota 

Statutes, Sections 462.351 to 462.363. 

1.3 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to: 

A. Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the city and its people through the 

establishment of minimum regulations governing land development and use; 

B. Guide future growth and development of the City in accordance with the Comprehensive 

Plan; 

C. Divide the City into use districts and establish regulations in regard to location, erection, 

construction, reconstruction, alteration, and use of structures and land; 

D. Provide adequate light, air, and convenience of access to property; 

E. Prevent congestion in the right-of-way; 

F. Define powers and duties of the City Staff and the City Council in relation to the Zoning 

Ordinance  

1.4 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall be effective on an after May 4, 2016.  The adoption of this ordinance shall not be 

constructed to confer any protected legal status on uses in existence prior to the effective date that did not 

conform to previous ordinance provisions.  Uses that were illegal under previous ordinance provisions 

shall not be converted to a legal non-conforming use by reason of adoption of this ordinance. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=462
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=462
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1.5 APPLICABILITY OF ZONING CODE 

This Ordinance is applicable to all land located within the City now and as may be incorporated in the 

future.  The use of land and building or structures, and the construction, reconstruction, alteration, 

expansion, or relocation of buildings or structures shall conform to the provisions of this ordinance 

effective May 4, 2016.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by the Minnesota 

Municipal Planning Act, Minnesota Statues sections 462.351 to 462.363. 

1.6 JURISDICTION 

Unless otherwise provided in this code, this code applies to acts performed within the corporate limits of 

the City of Appleton.  Provisions of this code also apply to acts performed outside the corporate limits 

and up to the limits prescribed by law, where the law confers power on the city to regulate such particular 

acts outside the corporate limits. 

1.7 SEVERABILITY 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, 

clauses, and phrases of this code are severable, and it any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of 

this code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgement or decree of a 

court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionally or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining 

phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this code.  No judgement of any court of 

competent jurisdiction shall be considered final until all appeals have been exhausted. 

1.8 COPIES ON FILE 

Copies of this code shall be kept available at the City Office and on the City Website for public 

inspection. 

1.9 RELATION TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The Comprehensive Plan for the City of Appleton is the guiding document for regulation of land use and 

development.  The enforcement, amendment, and administration of this Ordinance is to be accomplished 

with due consideration of the recommendations contained in the Comprehensive Plan as developed and 

amended.  

1.10 ANNEXATION AND DETACHMENT 

 In the event of changes in the City limits by adding or removing territory from the City, district 

boundaries shall be constructed or removed by moving City limits. 
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