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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the regular meeting of the City Council of Appleton was held on 

Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 in the Council Chambers at the Appleton Civic Center.  

Council Members Present in Chambers: Justin Koepp, Vanessa Lhotka-Meyer, & Jim Massee 

Council Members Absent: Stacey Raddatz & Al Oyen 

City Staff Present in Chambers:  John Olinger – City Administrator, Emma Haugen – Clerk/Treasurer, Cody 

Thomson – Appleton Police Officer 

Public Present in Chambers: Mitch Fett, Herb Rotunda & Dan Enke 

Mayor Koepp called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Council.   

III. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda as presented was made 

by councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. After call for 

discussion, and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

IV. Public Forum: None 

V. Public Hearing/Presentations:  

a. Public Hearing – Variance 15 N Mrozek – Mayor Koepp opened the public hearing at 6:02 

p.m. Administrator Olinger explained the request from Mitch Fett for a variance on his property 

and the setbacks of the property. He also presented the recommendation from the planning 

commission after their review of the request. A motion to approve a 5’ side and rear yard setback 

for 15 S Mrozek with the practical difficulty of a narrow lot and the findings of fact as presented 

was made by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded by councilmember Massee. After call 

for discussion, and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

passed.   

b. A motion to close the public hearing was made by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded 

by councilmember Massee. After call for discussion, and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for 

a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.  Public hearing was closed at 6:07 pm. 

VI. Consent Agenda: A motion was made by councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember 

Lhotka-Meyer to approve the items listed on the consent agenda. After call for discussion, and 

hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

VII. Business: 

a. People Service Contract Water and Wastewater – Two contracts from PeopleService were 

presented to the council. One contract is a temporary service contract through August 1 and the 

other contract is for full-time services at the water and wastewater plants for 5 years. Discussion 

on staff oversight, monthly meetings and reports with PeopleService, getting a quote on just 

wastewater services and having the current city staff start testing for their water licenses was 

held. A motion to approve a temporary assistance contract for a Class A operator with 

PeopleService and the fire year Operations and Maintenance Contract with amendments to 

remove water services in a year when your guys get their licenses was made by councilmember 

Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. After call for discussion, and hearing 

none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

b. Memo of Understanding Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District – 

Administrator Olinger presented an opportunity to do a sub-water shed study in the city which 

focuses on water collection and outlets. The areas that would be specifically looked at are the 

Thielke/Behl intersection, Christensen/Heidelberger water influx from melting snow and 
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Lhotka/Hering by the swimming pool. A motion to approve a memorandum of understanding 

with the Swift County Soil and Water Conservation District for a stormwater management study 

was made by councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. After call 

for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

passed.  

c. Airport Payment Application #1 – Administrator Olinger presented the council with a pay 

request for the Airport Lighting Project. A motion to approve payment application #1 for the 

airport lighting project for $52,247.85 was made by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded 

by councilmember Massee. After call for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a 

vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

d. Bollig Task Order #9 Runway, Apron and Taxiway crack seal – Administrator Olinger 

explained that this was for projects and funding that are coming up. He also presented the 

budgets for 2026 and 2027 associated with airport projects. The list of projects will also go to the 

airport commission for review and planning. A motion to approve task order #9 with Bollig 

Engineering for 2027 Capital Improvement Projects at the airport was made by councilmember 

Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. After call for discussion and hearing 

none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

e. Kim Mitchell Off Sale Liquor License – The application for an off-sale license for Kim 

Mitchell was presented to the council. A motion to approve the off-sale liquor license from Kim 

Mitchell dba OFF-Main Liquor LLC for the period of June 1, 2026 to January 31, 2027 was 

made by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded by councilmember Massee.  After call for 

discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

VIII. Information Items 

a. Property Sales – Administrator Olinger discussed the list of properties in the packet that the city 

owns. He wanted to let the council know that the EDA is looking at what properties the city 

owns and if there are any that could be offered for sale. After their review, it will be brought to 

other commissions and the council.  

IX. Department/Commission Update 

a. Police Department – The council wanted to address the email sent to them about a resident that 

waited at the civic center for a long amount of time to talk to an officer or deputy. It was 

discovered that the deputy had responded to the residence and not the civic center.  

b. Snow on Christensen Ave – Mitch Fett had some comments regarding the snow build up on 

Christensen Ave and the discussion earlier in the meeting about how to remedy the snow. Mr. 

Fett spoke with Derek Rusk from the MnDOT office in Detroit Lakes about a living snow fence 

across the highway on the farmland. Mr. Rusk was in communication with the landowner who 

did not want to participate in having a living fence installed. The property owner is willing to let 

the city make wind rows of snow on the land.  

c. Street Department – A discussion on employee staffing in the department, leadership questions 

and if the city should readvertise for a public works supervisor without a Class A License.  

d. Special Meeting – A special meeting to discuss use of the civic center room for on call officers 

and a performance evaluation was set for May 27th at 5:30. 

X. Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by council member Lhotka-Meyer and 

seconded by councilmember Massee. After a call for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp 

called for a vote.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.  


