
 

Regular Meeting – June 10, 2026  APPROVED 1 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the regular meeting of the City Council of Appleton was held on 

Wednesday, June 10th, 2026 in the Council Chambers at the Appleton Civic Center.  

Council Members Present in Chambers: Justin Koepp, Vanessa Lhotka-Meyer, Jim Massee & Al Oyen 

Council Members Absent: None 

City Staff Present in Chambers:  John Olinger – City Administrator, Emma Haugen – Clerk/Treasurer, 

Public Present in Chambers: Herb Rotunda, Jayme Cannon, Michael Weber – APEX Engineering and Karla 

Olson – APEX Engineering. 

Mayor Koepp called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the Council.   

III. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda:  

IV. Public Forum: None 

V. Public Hearing/Presentations:  

a. Wastewater Treatment Project Presentation – Karla Olson from APEX Engineering gave a 

presentation as a refresh to the council on the upcoming Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Improvement project. She went through the history, planning process, the need for the project, 

proposed improvements, cost, funding and schedule.   

VI. Consent Agenda: A motion was made by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded by 

councilmember Oyen to approve the items listed on the consent agenda. After call for discussion, 

and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

VII. Business: 

a. Library Roof Final Payment – Administrator Olinger explained that the roof has been 

completed. He explained that the intent was to take the leaking roof off down to the decking and install 

a pitched roof.  The original roof was tapered to the middle with two drain spouts for water drainage.  At 

the time of receiving quotes, the city did not know that the middle of the building did not have insulation 

on the roof which caused the city to not know exactly how much insulation would be needed to create a 

pitched roof.  The city also didn’t consider there were only two downspouts in the middle that would need 

to be redirected to the roof edge.  After the quote, the contractor calculated the insulation to create a 

pitched roof and added six additional downspouts and collector boxes to collect water from the various 

parts of the roof, so we would not focus the water and create a potential for erosion around the building.  

Due to these changes; additional insulation, vapor barrier with GAF Stormguard, and additional 

downspouts there was a change order of $42,786.65 submitted. Administrator Olinger spoke with the 

company and was able to get the change order amended to $32,786.65. The total cost for the roof would 

be $189,511.90.  A motion to approve final payment of $111,111.90 pending the receipt of form 

IC134 was made by councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. 

After call for discussion, and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  

Motion passed.   

b. Solar on Public Buildings Final Payment – Administrator Olinger let the council know that the 

solar project at the wastewater plant has been completed and is starting to produce some 

electricity. A motion to approve the final payment to Wescom for $71,450.40 was made by 

councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded by councilmember Oyen. After call for discussion 

and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.  

c. Rooney/Behl Pay Application #8 – Michael Weber from APEX Engineering gave an update on 

what is coming up on the project. There were some questions from the council on the grass 

seeding on both projects. A motion to approve pay application #8 for $63,078.28 for the Rooney 



 

Regular Meeting – June 10, 2026  APPROVED 2 

and Behl reconstruction project was made by councilmember Massee and seconded by 

councilmember Oyen. After call for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  

All voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

d. Airport Payment Application #2 – Administrator Olinger presented the council with a pay 

request for the Airport Lighting Project and an update on what has been completed so far. A 

motion to approve payment application #2 for the airport lighting project for $174,138.56 for the 

airport lighting project was made by councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember 

Lhotka-Meyer. After call for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All 

voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

e. Main Lift Station Generator Bids – Michael Weber presented the bids that were opened for the 

lift station generator project that is being funded by a grant from the USDA. A motion to award 

the main lift station generator bid and alternate to Goff Electric for $135,880.73 was made by 

councilmember Lhotka-Meyer and seconded by councilmember Massee. After call for 

discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

f. Set Staff Housing Special Council Meeting – Administrator Olinger explained that the city 

council needs to set a Staff Housing Special Council Meeting to discuss housing staff during on 

call.  The union presented a Memo of Understanding amending the current contract to address 

the housing issue.  Because this is a union negotiation, the city may close a portion of the 

meeting for discussion. Olinger also explained that the union rep is not available until later in 

July.  A motion to set a special meeting to discuss staff housing with a closed session at 5:30 pm 

and open session at 6pm before the next council meeting was made by councilmember Lhotka-

Meyer and seconded by councilmember Oyen.  After call for discussion and hearing none, 

Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.   

g. Council Appointment – Mayor Koepp presented his appointment for the council spot recently 

vacated by Stacey Raddatz. Administrator Olinger explained that this person would fill the spot 

until the special election results from November were canvassed and approved by the council. 

Councilmember Lhotka-Meyer expressed her feelings on appointing someone immediately 

versus waiting until the special meeting to fill the vacancy. A motion to appoint Jayme Cannon 

as council member until the special election results are certified was made by councilmember 

Massee and seconded by councilmember Oyen.  After call for discussion and hearing none, 

Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  Voting in favor: Massee, Koepp & Oyen. Voting against: 

Lhotka-Meyer.  Motion passed.   

h. Appointed councilmember Cannon assumed her seat at the council table. 

i. Greater MN Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Community Grant Program – Administrator 

Olinger explained that there is a free grant through the UMVRDC to do a study to review the 

city’s infrastructure for placement of a future charging station. A motion to approve Resolution 

2026-11 for the Electric Vehilce Infrastructure Program Participation was made by 

councilmember Massee and seconded by councilmember Lhotka-Meyer. After call for 

discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp called for a vote.  All voted in favor.  Motion passed.    

VIII. Information Items 

a. Councilmember Lhotka-Meyer posed some questions about a couple of items to the council.  

i. The first item was regarding the baseball field. Lhotka-Meyer inquired about when the 

first payment from the baseball association is supposed to be made. She also asked if the 

softball field was being torn down to make a parking lot for the baseball field. The 

second item was an update on the liquor store inventory. After discussion, the council 
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voted to have a special closed session on June 18th at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the liquor store 

pending investigation with the police department.  

b. Property Sales – Administrator Olinger presented to the council the option of selling the old city 

shop as the parks crew has moved out to the new shop location. 

c. Assessment Policy – An updated assessment policy recommended by the planning commission 

was presented for discussion. Olinger will bring the policy back to the council again in July. 

d. Utility Rate System – Administrator Olinger updated the council on his progress with the new 

rate system. He is currently gathering usages for the past 5 years and presented them to the 

planning commission. The commission’s recommendations were in the council packet. More 

information will be presented at the next council meeting.  

IX. Department/Commission Update 

X. Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by council member Lhotka-Meyer and 

seconded by councilmember Oyen. After a call for discussion and hearing none, Mayor Koepp 

called for a vote.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.  


