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MINUTES
CITY OF APPLETON, MN
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY December 2, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Appleton Library
Appleton, MN

CALL TO ORDER:

Fett called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
CALL OF ROLL.:

Members Present: Mitch Fett, Gary Hendrickx, Kevin Wilkening, Ann Hanson, Pat Krebs
Members Absent:

Others Present: City Administrator Olinger, Council Member Enke, Council Elect Massee

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: Motion by Hanson to approve agenda as presented, seconded by
Wilkening, motion carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:

Motion by Krebs to accept the minutes as presented, Hendrickx seconded motion carried.

Introduction of Council Elect Massee

BUSINESS ITEMS:

1. 5-year capital improvement plan. Olinger explained that a 5-year CIP helps to plan the future
improvements and allows time for engineering and financing. The commission reviewed each year’s
proposed projects and equipment. Olinger stated going forward, only items over $10,000 that were not
annual purchases, like picnic tables, benches, etc. would be on the CIP. Olinger then introduced the new
projects and equipment proposed. The commission reviewed the generator request for city hall. It was
noted that the Fire Hall is the designated emergency management facility and that a generator for the
civic center was not necessary. The commission also noted that if acquired, even through a hundred
percent grant, a generator requires annual maintenance and long-term replacement. The commission
discussed extending S Behl to E Reuss. Olinger explained as the hospital entrance was relocated to
Thielke, the south and east access even as it is today is through a neighborhood and requires turns. The
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commission considered and felt that this would be more long-term and wasn’t an immediate need. The
commission reviewed the three requests from the library; the east facade of the library and auditorium,
the north entrance and the outdoor electronic sign. The commission felt these were not high priorities
and did not move to include them in the 5-year plan. However, they did note the issues with the North
Entrance and stated that if grant funds could be identified, the council should move this project onto the
schedule. The commission reviewed the request from the cemetery for a cremains garden. They noted
that cremains are gaining in popularity and a traditional cemetery does not accommodate cremains very
well. However, they did not feel this was a top priority and recommended the council move this onto
the CIP if grant funds could be identified . Motion by Wilkening to recommend the city council
approve the 5-year Capital Improvement Plan as presented, Krebs seconded. Motion carried

2. 5-year Street and Utility Maintenance Plan-The commission reviewed the proposed street projects for
the next five years. Olinger reviewed each year and explained the options. Olinger stated the philosophy
was to crack fill and seal coat all the good streets that utility replacement is not planned for five years.
To replace utilities in streets as a major project every two years so we spread the street improvements
out over the life of streets, 45 years. Once the seal coat and crack fille projects are complete to begin
mill & overlay of streets with newer utilities. Olinger explained he used this method in previous cities.
Motion by Hendrickx, seconded by Hanson to recommend the city council approve the 5-year
street and utility maintenance plan. Motion carried.

3. Civic Center Reorganization-Tabled to next meeting.

4. Water Disconnect Policy-Olinger explained the two recent experiences with disconnecting water
service. He asked if the policy is adequate. Fett and Enke explained their experience with visibly
inspecting one of the services. The commission discussed the cost of cutting off the service at the main,
in the street, or leaving a stub that is capped. They recommended leaving the policy as is but wish to
add the city is required to inspect the cap before filling the hole and a picture for our records. Consensus.

5. City Code Changes-Olinger explained he was not finished reviewing the zoning districts in the city.
6. City Code Enforcement-Olinger explained the enforcement was ended for the season. He did send out a

notice to a trailer with a car parked on it.

Next meeting is Monday, January 6.

Adjournment: Being no more business, Wilkening moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
Hendrickx, adjourned 7:55 p.m.
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