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MINUTES
CITY OF APPLETON, MN
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY, October 7, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Appleton Council Chambers
323 N Munsterman St, Appleton, MN

CALL TO ORDER:

Fett called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
CALL OF ROLL.:

Members Present: Mitch Fett, Gary Hendrickx, Kevin Wilkening, Ann Hanson
Members Absent: Pat Krebs,

Others Present: City Administrator Olinger, Council Member Enke, John Pfaff, Damian Coyour, Dawn
Hegland, Greg Miner

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: Motion by Hendrickx to accept agenda as amended, seconded by
Wilkening, motion carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:

Motion by Hendrickx to accept the minutes as presented, Wilkening seconded motion carried.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

1. Sewer/Water Base charges 944/942 N Hering St.-Mr. Coyour explained that he owns 944/942 N
Hering and the garage, which was previously used as a chiropractic office has water and sewer, but he
has never used it. He said recently, he started receiving a bill for the second water meter that is
associated with the old office. He wanted to know what he could do to stop the charge. Hendrickx
explained the policy changed. Olinger explained the city code states that if the water service is
physically cut off at the curb stop, the base charge will be discontinued. Coyour stated he had two gas
meters and was receiving two bills. The gas company came out and removed one of the meters and the
second bill stopped. Coyour wondered if others had the same issue. He asked if the city had reviewed
whether others had water to the garage. Fett answered that they might but that those situations would be
handled per the ordinance. Fett stated that if this were an issue it might warrant a change in the

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes—September 3, 2024



Approved

ordinance, but as it stands, the ordinance is clear. The commission recommended Coyour physically
disconnect the water service at the shut off and cap the service line. Hendrickx moved to recommend
the city council hold to the ordinance.

2. Grant Opportunities-Hegland outlined multiple grant options. She highlighted the MN Dept. of
Commerce EECBG that provide UMVRDC with $90,000 to study four areas, Climate resiliency
planning, Energy audits on government buildings, Engineering and technical assistance, and other
energy-related studies for public buildings and community plans. The grant is focused on Disadvantaged
communities in the UMVRDC area which would include Appleton. The grant is due to the UMVRDC
in December. Olinger asked if there were any studies the commission desired. Hegland mentioned
several other grant opportunities. Miner mentioned the efforts the hospital must install solar. He stated
they have old electrical equipment he would like updated for energy efficiency. Fett mentioned the
hospital and city should collaborate. Olinger stated the city obtained a plan for solar at the wastewater
plant. The commission agreed the city should pursue these two, wastewater solar array and
hospital solar array with grant proceeds.

3. 5-year Street Projects-Olinger introduced the proposed 5-year street maintenance and reconstruction
plan. Olinger stated the need to plan this far ahead because of financing for large projects, like the
Thielke/Behl intersection project that will cost around $500,000. Olinger requested comment on
Edquist in 2025, since the reconstruction project is Rooney and in 2024, the three streets Bordson,
Haven and Gaulke were crack filled, and seal coated across the Schlieman Project. Olinger noted the
first 50° or so on either side of Schlieman on these streets is compromised from the construction.
Olinger also stated that the plans for 2028, Gunderson, Ash and Nelson will not work because the road is
too alligatored for crack fill and seal coat. The commission also questioned the Hering improvement as
spread across two years. Olinger stated he didn’t want to have a project opened over the winter and felt
the project too big for a one-year construction. The commission reviewed the plan, took comment from
the audience and recommended moving Thielke to 2025 and Edquist to 2026 and combining the Hering
project into one year. Motion by Hendrickx to approve the 5-year street maintenance and
reconstruction plan with the recommendations of Thielke to 2025, Edquist to 2026 and Hering a
single year project. Seconded by Hanson, motion carried unanimously.

4. City Code changes-Olinger reviewed some of the changes recommended in the code. He stated the city
needs to change the use of conditional use permits and the process followed for approval of those
permits. He also stated there are some clean up and some changes to sizes, like garages, etc. He stated
we will take a chapter at a time and review them.

5. Code Enforcement-Olinger stated we have had good response from the letters. People are removing
cars, repairing cars and getting them licensed. He said he will follow up over the winter.

Next meeting is Monday, November 4.
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Adjournment: Being no more business, Hanson moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Hendrickx,
adjourned 8:05 p.m.
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