
Approved 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes–September 3, 2024  

MINUTES 
CITY OF APPLETON, MN 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
TUESDAY, September 3, 2024 

5:00 P.M. 
 

Appleton Council Chambers 
323 N Munsterman St, Appleton, MN 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Fett called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

CALL OF ROLL: 

Members Present: Mitch Fett, Pat Krebs, Gary Hendrickx, Kevin Wilkening, Ann Hanson 

Members Absent:  

Others Present: City Administrator Olinger, Council Member Enke 

 

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA: Motion by Wilkening to accept agenda as approved, seconded by 

Hanson, motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: 

Motion by Hendrickx to accept the minutes as presented, Hanson seconded motion carried. 

 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

1. Solar Arrays-Brian Wojtalewicz-Fett introduced the item that Wojtalewicz asked to lease public 

property for solar arrays.  He stated there are three sites, wastewater treatment, cemetery and Appleton 

Aquatic Center.  Olinger stated Mr. Wojtalewicz proposed a lease for 30 years, for half to one acre lots 

at these three areas for a cost per year of farmland, roughly $190.  The Planning Commission asked what 

the benefit to the city is, because $190/year to tie up land for 30 years does not seem adequate.  

Wilkening mentioned the city, per the agreement, is also required to maintain 40’ from the array for the 

duration of the lease and $190/year would not cover cutting and brushing trees. Hendrickx mentioned 

the possibility of the property being taxed if the county assessor deems it is now taxable.  The 

commission agreed the pool property was not a good location and recommended removing this site.  Fett 

stated we should ensure construction is completed and not left unfinished if some unforeseen 

circumstance happens.  The commission also felt that if the system is deemed unusable at an earlier date 
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the lease should end.  Also, at the end of the lease, the facility should be removed.  The commission felt 

that after 30 years, the technology would probably be outdated. Hendrickx moved to recommend the 

city council approve leasing two sites, the cemetery and the wastewater treatment plant for an 

amount that substantially benefits the city financially for a 15-year lease with two five-year 

options, Krebs seconded, motion carried unanimously.  

 

2. Rooney/Behl-Olinger explained the City Council approved moving ahead with the Rooney/Behl utility 

reconstruction project for 2025.  He stated the PFA has the project on the list and funded.  Olinger 

explained the opportunity to provide some improvements to the roadway in front of the hospital, adding 

greenery and controlling stormwater, providing parking and slowing traffic.  The commission 

encouraged Olinger to meet with hospital staff to get their opinions before engineering.  The 

commission discussed the roadway width of Rooney.  Krebs stated the need to address semi-traffic from 

the hospital.  The commission added this to the hospital staff meeting directing Olinger to review with 

staff how truck traffic to the hospital enters and exits.  The goal would be to have a designated truck 

route on Thielke and Behl and not through a neighborhood.  The commission recommended 32’ as the 

neighborhood section.  Olinger reviewed the sidewalk plan stating the commission had removed 

sidewalks on Schlieman Avenue but created a sidewalk plan.  The sidewalk plan showed a sidewalk 

connecting the hospital/Apple ridge with the library, church and downtown.  Krebs asked what side of 

the road north, or south.  Hendrickx stated the grade is flatter on the north.  Krebs added the snow melts 

quicker on the north.  The commission recommended the north side for a sidewalk. 

 

3. Tree Planting Program-Olinger stated he put together a program with some guidelines. The 

commission discussed the guidelines.  Krebs included not planting near street lights. Hendrickx 

mentioned the need to consider sidewalks.  The commission felt 10’ from back of curb was a good 

distance.  The commission recommended allowing trees to be in the boulevard if, the property owners 

maintained the tree, not the city.  They also discussed the merits of keeping trees a certain distance from 

the sidewalk.  They concluded that 5’ from either side of a sidewalk, house side or street side if the tree 

could also meet the 10’ from curb requirement. Wilkening stated he would consider eliminating 

evergreens.  The comments will be passed along to the council. 

 

4. Code Enforcement-Olinger stated the mowing letters have been going out and getting very good 

compliance, only one needed to be mowed.  He stated next will be enforcement of unlicensed and 

inoperable vehicles.  Olinger asked for input on the letter stating he will take it slowly allowing people 

time to move their vehicles.  His goal, he stated, is to get compliance and not need the police or an 

attorney.   

 

Next meeting is Monday, October 7. 

Adjournment:  Being no more business, Krebs moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Hendrickx, 

adjourned 7:25 p.m. 

 


