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MINUTES 
CITY OF APPLETON, MN 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
MONDAY, May 6, 2024 

5:00 P.M. 
 

Appleton Council Chambers 
323 N Munsterman St, Appleton, MN 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Fett called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

CALL OF ROLL: 

Members Present: Mitch Fett, Kevin Wilkening, Pat Krebs, Gary Hendrickx, Ann Hanson 

Members Absent: 

Others Present: City Administrator Olinger, Council Member Enke, Council Liaison Oyen, Barry Fust, John 

 

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA:  

Motion by Hendrickx to accept agenda as presented, seconded by Hanson, motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: 

Motion by Krebs to accept the minutes as presented, Wilkening seconded motion carried. 

 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

1. 2025 Budget and Capital Improvement Plan-Olinger explained the budget process he recommends be 

the department heads and commissions complete budget request sheets. The sheets describe what each 

department or commission recommend for new or replacement equipment or projects.  These would all 

be presented to the Planning Commission as a priority recommendation.  Olinger said they would also 

be presented to the Finance Commission for the impacts on the levy and tax rate. These 

recommendations would be presented to the Council at a joint session of council, commissions, and 

department heads where each can make their pitch about their departments.  Following this meeting the 

staff revise the budget and represent to the council for review prior to the September preliminary budget 

approval.  Olinger stated this is the Planning Commission time to consider budget items for 2025.  Fett 

recommended the city budget for a large screen tv and computer for council chambers presentations.  

Hendrickx stated beginning to put aside money for housing.  Krebs asked what the city planned to do 
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with the 52-wing.  Hanson asked about the plans for the old library space.  The commission 

recommended money for a space study for the 52-wing and old library space.  Fett asked about other 

space the city might have for relocating services.  Olinger stated the old powerhouse building is no 

longer serviceable due to the roof leaking.  He stated if Prairie 5 Rides moved the city could use the 52-

wing garages for the parks department.  Hendrickx stated Prairie 5 Rides had built garages in other 

locations and gave the building away after 20 years.  Wilkening mentioned the possibility at the 

fairgrounds.  Hanson asked about the relocation of the National Guard and the armory building at city 

hall and the facility at the fairgrounds.  Hendrickx stated he thought this was years away.  Hendrickx 

mentioned the possibility of a McKnight Foundation Grant to assist the city with grant writing.  The 

commission requested an open forum, so the residents were invited to contribute.   Olinger was 

directed to notice the next planning commission meeting as an open forum. 

 

2. Conditional Use Permits-Olinger explained the city code uses the conditional use permits in the wrong 

way.  He stated a conditional use permit is used to place conditions on a conditional use that is identified 

in a zoning district.  He stated he would like to apply for an intern through a university program or 

volunteer who would help redo the zoning code to remove the conditional use permit references when 

the property action would be a variance.  Hendrickx moved to direct Olinger to find an unpaid 

intern to assist to rewrite the ordinance, second by Wilkening motion carried 5-0. 

   

3. Golf Cart Ordinance -Fett noted the Police department recommended one addition to the ordinance 

concerning passengers.  Krebs stated that she has not seen seatbelts on golf carts and didn’t want the 

ordinance to restrict the vehicles to only those that had seatbelts.  The commission directed Olinger to 

bring the revised ordinance back for review with the seat belt requirement eliminated. 

 

4. Snow Emergency-Chair Fett explained the revised ordinance clarifies the difference between an 

accumulation of snow triggering parking restrictions and a snow emergency triggering parking 

restrictions.  The commission discussed the “curb to curb” term but decided to keep it in.  Olinger was 

directed to bring this ordinance back for review and consideration. 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS/PRESENTATIONS:  

Fett opened the public hearing.  Olinger reviewed the request to start a used auto dealership at 539 W 2nd 

Avenue, Shooters Bar.  He stated the use is a conditional use and the commission should consider any 

conditions they feel might mitigate possible negative impacts of this use on neighboring lots.  Mr. Fust 

represented the applicant.  He stated they would meet the state requirements for licensing.  The commission 

discussed possible conditions and agreed on four; the CUP must be used within one year, the applicant have 

a dealers license, all vehicles will be operable and campers, boats, RV’s and ATV’s are allowed to be sold.  

Hendrickx moved to close the public hearing, Hanson seconded the motion, motion carried 5-0.  Hendrickx 

moved to recommend the city council approve a conditional use permit for 325 2nd Avenue for auto sales 

with the conditions the permit be used with one year, the applicant hold a dealers license, all vehicles be 

operable and that campers, boats, RV’s and ATV’s and such be allowed, motion seconded by Wilkening, 

motion carried 5-0.  
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Next meeting is Monday, June 3. 

Adjournment:  Being no more business, Krebs moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Hendrickx, 

adjourned 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

 


