
 

Emergency meeting – January 20, 2026 APPROVED 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the special working session of the City Council of Appleton 

was held on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, in the Council Chambers at the Appleton Civic Center.  

Council Members Present in Chambers: Vanessa Lhotka-Meyer, Stacey Raddatz & Jim Massee.   

Council Members Absent: Justin Koepp, Al Oyen  

City Staff Present in Chambers:  John Olinger – City Administrator  

Public Present in Chambers: Mitch Fett & Herb Rotunda 

Vice-Mayor Massie called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 

Administrator Olinger explained to the council that Danielle Olson, the city’s appointed prosecuting 

attorney, had resigned.  He stated the city has several cases coming up next week and we need to 

appoint a replacement.  He introduced the resume of Debora Gerads, a new hire at the Swift County 

Attorneys office.  She agreed to take over our prosecution.  Gerads brings many years of prosecutorial 

experience in New Mexico and Texas working for the department of Homeland Security and the State 

of New Mexico.   

In the packet, Chief Borsgard, reviewed the agreement.  He noted we have a retainer of $750 per month 

and an hourly rate of $125.  He stated we do not need a new Joint Powers Agreement because the 

county is continuing our prosecution.  Borsgard continued to say that Debora was hired on a 90% status 

so she can take other cities prosecutorial work. 

Council asked how we measure her ability.  Borsgard stated the chief deputy who attends the hearings 

will assist us.  Lhotka-Meyer noted we can listen in or attend the hearings to get our own perspective 

on her skills.   

Motion by Lhotka-Meyer to approve a six-month contract to serve as the city’s interim Prosecuting 

Attorney, Raddatz seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Lhotka-Meyer moved to adjourn the meeting, Raddatz seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 5:15. 


